AHP Research & Innovation Conference
Ulster University
Belfast Campus 
12th September 2025
We are delighted to welcome you to the second dedicated Allied Health Professionals (AHP) Research conference to be held in Northern Ireland (NI). This year’s conference is supported by the HSC R&D Division and run in partnership with Ulster University, the Community of Allied Health Professions in Research (Northern Ireland) with the Department of Health and HSC Trust AHP / NIAS leads.
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Provisional Programme
	Time
	Lecture Theatre 1
	BC 00-307
	BC 00-306 CAHPR NI Stream

	8:15 
Registration Open
	
	
	

	9:00am
	Welcome and  introduction : Chair : Helen welch
Professor Liam Maguire
Pro Vice-Chancellor Research Ulster University 
	
	

	9:15am – 9:55am
	Plenary Keynote Chair; Helen Welch
Professor  Michelle  Tennyson
Chief Allied Health Profession Officer : Northern Ireland 
	
	

	10:00am – 10:15am
	Key Note  Chair : Dr Jo Marley
AHA Award Winner  : Stacey Conway
The FAST clinic team Northern Ireland Cancer Care Centre Team
	Key note Chair : Dr Katy Pedlow
Bernie McGreevy
From Policy to Practice: Navigating Ethical Decisions for AHPs
	How AHPs are leading NIHR funded UK trials from NI  Chair : Dr Katherine O’Neill / Dr Sonya McFadden

Prof Bronwen Connolly (Prof in Critical Care, School of Medicine, Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences, QUB), Prof Judy Bradley (CEO of iREACH Health and Director of NICRF QUB), Prof Brenda O’Neill (School of Health Sciences, UU)
Presentation focuses on AHP development and capacity building and Q&A session

	
	Platform Presentation Chair: Dr Jo Marley
Navigating the  unknown ; clinical complexity  FCP caseload  in  Northern Ireland : Helen Welch
	Platform Presentation Chair : Dr Katy Pedlow
Mammography Interpretation Challenges: What Case Characteristics Do Two Groups of Readers Find Most Difficult – Noelle Clerkin
	

	10:40
	Tea  / Coffee Poster Viewing

	11:00am – 11:55am
	Platform: Co-Designing Supportive Interventions Across Conditions
Chair : Prof Judy Bradley
11-11:15: Smart Speakers for People with Parkinson’s Disease Experiencing Speech and Voice Difficulties: A Co-Designed Tool Jodie Mills

11:20- 11:35; Delivering a Model of Equitable Patient-Centred Prehabilitation for People Living with Cancer Across Northern Ireland Kelly Carolan

11:40 - 11:55: Collaborative Working Between Speech and Language Therapists and Rehabilitation Assistants Christina Christofi
	Rapid 5; Advancing Practice Through Innovation & Evidence-Based Collaboration
1: First Contact Physiotherapy Fighting Osteoporosis Martin O'Hanlon
2: A Cost Benefit Analysis of An Advanced Practice Physiotherapy Service Incorporating A Contingent Valuation of Parental Willingness-To-Pay Marie O'Mir
3: Transforming Learning and Sustaining Services: A Pilot Study of a Student-Led Physiotherapy Clinic in Outpatient Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy Services Sarah Lockhart
4: Enhancing Nutrition for Community Falls Prevention Through a Collaborative Initiative – Results of A Pilot Study Debbie McGugan
	Practical Research Skills Dr Sonya McFadden


11:00- 11:20 Dr Jackie Casey, Reader/Head of Research & Development, UU/SHSCT - Preparing a systematic review of the literature 
11:20- 11:40 Professor Danny Kerr, Head Of School Of Health Sciences, UU - Pitfalls in ethical application process 
11:40 - 12:00 Dr Sonyia Mc Fadden, Senior Lecturer UU -How to write for publication

	12:00am – 12:55
	Rapid 5; Collaborative Models Transforming Care Delivery
Chair : Paul Corns 
1: Increased Use of the Acute Care at Home (Hospital at Home) Service: A Collaboration between the Southern Health and Social Care Trust and the Northern Ireland Ambulance Service Yvonne Hannah
2:South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust Hospice in-Reach Project Tracy Haylett
3: Community Acquired Brain Injury Rehabilitation Team Exercise Group Meabh Maloney
4: Living well with musculoskeletal health complaints - a community-based improvement initiative; James Smale                                                                                                   
5: Understanding Missingness in Podiatry: A Collaborative Approach to Improve Services and Patient Outcomes Aihling McElvanna
	Rapid 5: Empowerment through co-designed education and support Chair ; Dr Sonya McFadden
1. Transforming care through development of a digital resource to educate patients to manage symptoms related to Irritable Bowel Syndrome Claire Horne
2. Co-producing a supported self-management online course for people with axial SpA in Northern Ireland Caira Thornton
3. To Evaluate The Benefits of The Occupational Therapy Led Virtual Fatigue Management Programme (VFMP) For People Living with Multiple Sclerosis Nuala McIvor
4. OAK Knee: Option Advice Knowledge: participants’ experiences of a community engagement program Arlene Blair
5. “Never too Late” Denise Hall

	“Pathways to research and innovation for AHPs”
Chair : Dr Katherine O’Neill

 12- 12:20 Dr John Cathcart, Associate Head of School, UU- APEL opportunities for postgrad development and award attainment 
12:20 – 12:40  Dr Fiona Dixon, Innovation Lead, SEHSCT: Innovation opportunities for AHP’s
12:40 -12:55 Prof Bronwen Connolly, Prof in Critical Care, School of Medicine, Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences, QUB –  Pathways to Principal Investigator/Chief Investigator and navigating the postdoctoral world for AHP Researchers

	1pm – 1:45pm
	Lunch & Poster Viewing
	Lunch time session Chair : Dr Katherine O’Neill

iREACH Health: Clinical research and trials Infrastructure opening in 2027: Opportunities in delivery phase and how to get involved

	1:45pm – 2:45pm
	Platform; Collaboration to improve quality and access to care 
Chair : Dr Katie  Lagan
1:45 – 2:00pm Optimising Referrals to a New Inflammatory Back Pain Clinic through Enhanced Collaboration across Multiple Physiotherapy Services – Niamh Kennedy

2:05 – 2:20pm  Addressing Frailty in Primary Care: A First Contact Physiotherapy-Led Intervention Pilot – Conor Smyth

2:25 – 2: 40pm Primary Care Multidisciplinary Chronic Pain Review Clinic – Leanne Holmes
	Rapid 5: Strengthening the Workforce Through Collaborative Learning & Culture Chair : Dr Jackie  Casey
1:Leveraging Technology to Improve Physiotherapy Mandatory Training Compliance Rachel Nicolls
2: Exploring Readiness of Health Educators and their Leadership to Integrate an Interprofessional Approach into Post-Registration Continuing Professional Development Education in Northern Ireland Saoirse Gullifer
3: WHSCT Compliment a Colleague Initiative: Improving culture, wellbeing and patient safety through positive feedback Warren Edwards                                                                                                            4: Physiotherapy Airway Clearance Techniques in Hospital: A Scoping Review of Patient, Family and Clinician Perspectives Kirsty Jerrard
	Chaired panel discussion - "The doors that open when you do research and innovation" - Series of questions and group discussion on AHP R&I roles, training, education and cultures 
Chair: Dr Katherine O’Neill

•Dr Jonathan McCrea, Lecturer in Physiotherapy, UU
•Dr Suzanne Martin, Research and Innovation programme manager, MOIC, NHSCT
•Peter Jackson, AHP encompass lead, BHSCT
•Daniel Harte, OT Hand therapist in SHSCT
•Veronica Lynch, Dietitian and HSC R&D PhD fellowship

	2:50pm – 3:10pm 
	Platform : Dr Jo Marley

Evaluation of an Inpatient Dietetic Extended Role Service Glenda King
	Platform Chair : Dr Katy Pedlow

Engaging the Voices of Children and Young People with Complex and Profound Disabilities through Art Therapy, Music Therapy, and Play Therapy Julie McGinty
	

	3:15 – 3:30pm 
	Tea / Coffee Poster Viewing

	3:30pm – 4:10pm 
	Plenary Keynote Chair ; Prof Suzanne  Martin
Dr Sean O’Connor
From Ideas to Impact: Building a Culture of Collaborative Health Innovation
	
	

	4:15
	Closing Remarks
Prize Presentation 
	
	

	5:00pm 
	Finish



Thank you to the Scientific Committee led by Chair of Scientific Committee Dr Katy Pedlow
Scientific Committee members:  Prof. Suzanne Martin, Dr Jackie Casey, Dr Sonya McFadden, Dr Katherine O'Neil, Dr Mary Ward, Dr Katie Lagan, Julia  Woolfe, Dr Joanne Marley and Prof. Judy Bradley
Poster Presentations
	Abstract submission title
	Key author

	SABR Implementation for Pancreatic cancer: a single centre experience.
	Sarah O’Hare

	Ilizarov Outreach Support Scheme’ 
	Chris  Morgan

	Connect With Me Book and Training Package
	Seana Kerr

	The Question of Sexual Dysfunction During Cauda Equina Screening: A Qualitative Study Exploring
 the Views of Advanced Practice Physiotherapists
	Susie  Johnston

	Transforming the Curriculum through Co-Design: A Collaborative Revision of Postgraduate Musculoskeletal Education
	Dr J Marley

	Promoting Health Through Social Prescribing: A Community-Based ‘Grow Your Own’ Initiative in Urban and Rural Northern Ireland
	Dr Caroline Crawford

	Supporting Advance Care Planning (ACP) in Neurology Inpatients
	Glenda king

	Hip Sprint 2024 – an Enhanced Rehabilitation Program 
	Chris  Morgan 

	The Speech and Language Therapy Led ENT Parallel clinic- Collaborative Innovation for Transforming Patient-Centred Care
	Carolyn Greer

	Non-medical prescribing among primary care First Contact Physiotherapists in the SEHSCT. 
A survey exploring the prevalence and barriers to prescribing
	Alan Thomson

	Prevention of Peanut and Egg Allergy in a Population of Infants with Cow’s Milk Protein Allergy
	Caroline smith

	Collaborating with Barnardo’s to support fathers in HMP Maghaberry to “Help Kids Talk”
	Carol Hunter 

	Direct Access to Physiotherapy for Musculoskeletal Disorders in European Primary Care Services: A Scoping Review
	Conor Cronin

	Same Day Dietetic Care within Diabetes Rapid Access Service
	Jayne  Walker

	Using digital tools to enhance efficiency, collaborative working and data collection in a group-based musculoskeletal 
physiotherapy system
	Calvin Kernohan

	Survey to investigate Student Perception of the contribution Simulation Based Education (SBE) makes to achievement of  Inter Professional Educational Competencies 
	Ciara McGurn 

	Using Medical Priority Dispatch System Activation Rates to Explore Out-of-Hours Activity for the Northern Ireland Helicopter  Emergency Medical Service
	David  Percival 

	Exploring access to community neurorehabilitation for people with progressive neurological conditions: a qualitative study
	Shona Pryde

	Well While Waiting (WWW)  
	Gemma O'Donnell

	PAAT Model Review: Collaborating with care homes to develop and test a transformative nutritional care model for 
SET residents- ensuring quality, appropriate, cost effective and sustainable nutritional care
	Natasha Beattie

	Diabetes Rapid Access Foot Clinic- Providing the right care at the right time in the right place
	Gail Thompson

	Rheumatology Physiotherapy Service Project to Address Long Rheumatology Consultant Waits 
	Rhona Galway

	Speech, Technology, and Therapy: Integrating Voice Assisted Technology into speech therapy for Parkinson’s-Related 
Communication Challenges.
	Jodie  Mills

	Coproduction and the use of seed funding by the GP Federation of Family Practices West Belfast 
	Michelle  Toland

	Phenylketonuria (PKU) – A Transition Model for Rare Disease.
	Nicola McStravick  

	Improving Joy in Work in Beechcroft
	Clare Donoghue 

	Cross Boundary Collaborative Peer Learning for Prescribing Support and Care Home Dietetic Teams
	Lynn McCotter

	Buliding together  pilot  project
	Lauren Heaslip

	N.E.S.T – Nutrition Education for Surgical Teams 
	Aisling Rushe 

	Food First For Those Living With Dysphagia In The Care Home Setting
	Fiona Hillen

	Transforming Dysphagia treatment together: Making the cost easier to swallow.  
	Alison McGlone

	Supporting the Transition from Student to Band 5 Physiotherapist Through Peer Group Supervision Sessions.
	Jean Byrne

	Highlighting the prevalence of Malnutrition and Sarcopenia in a community residential setting in the absence of nutritional screening 
	Aislinn Bryson

	To consent or not to consent – Advanced Orthoptist role
	Ciara Mc Atamney

	The Combined Congenital and Complex Hand Clinic – A 20 year service evaluation of collaborative practice.
	Janey Milligan

	Ambulance Staff Perceptions of Factors Influencing 999 Call-To-Door Time in ST Segment Elevation Myocardial Infarction  Patients Transported for Primary Percutaneous Coronary Intervention: The Quantitative Phase of a Mixed Methods Study 
	Barry Costello



Speakers Biographies
[image: ] Michelle Tennyson: Chief Allied Health Professions Office for Northern Ireland
Michelle is the Chief Allied Health Professions Officer in the Department of Health in Northern Ireland. A recognised leader in the Allied Health professional field, Michelle has driven significant, national, transformational initiatives across the Allied Health professions, Personal and Public Involvement and Patient Experience. She ensures that partnering with patients remains at the forefront of healthcare delivery. As a Churchill Fellow, Michelle conducted in depth research on relationship-based healthcare, further solidifying her commitment to enhancing healthcare outcomes through strong, collaborative relationships. She holds dual master’s degrees in public administration and in an AHP specialty, underscoring a robust foundation in both leadership and specialised healthcare knowledge. 
Michelle is committed to advancing practice within the Allied Health Professions, including Paramedicine, championing innovation and professional development to enhance patient care and expand the scope of services

[image: ]Bernie McGreevy: Macmillan Community Palliative Care Lead, South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust (SEHSCT) & AHP Cancer Services Lead, Department of Health.
Bernie has worked as a Physiotherapist for over 20 years throughout the NHS in Northern Ireland (NI). She is currently working in a split post, in the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust (SEHSCT) and on secondment to the Department of Health. As AHP Cancer Services Lead in the Department of Health, she provides professional advice to the Cancer Policy team and as Community Palliative Care Lead in the SEHSCT manages the Allied Health Professionals, Social workers and Practice Education Nurses within the team. 

Bernie is a member of many professional forums advising on policy, strategies, guidelines, innovation and commissioning of services including; Allied Health Professionals Federation NI, Palliative Care in Partnership (PCiP) Programme Board, Specialist Palliative Care Clinical Engagement Group, Specialist Palliative Care AHP forum (co-chair), Association of Chartered Physiotherapists in Oncology and Palliative Care (previously the NI representative), NI Cancer Network AHP representative for SEHSCT and Community Rehabilitation Alliance NI. Bernie was also a member of the NI Cancer strategy group that helped to produce the NI Cancer Strategy and represented AHPs on a number of the Cancer Strategy workforce groups. She has just completed the inaugural Policy Fellowship within the Chief AHP Officer’s team in the Department of Health Northern Ireland where she produced an Ethical Decision-making Framework for AHPs as her Masters Project.


[image: cid:image007.jpg@01DC0DF2.FF61D2C0]Stacey Conway : Lead Clinical Research Therapy Radiographer (Trials) BHSCT
 
Stacey Conway, MSc, BSc, is the Lead Clinical Research Therapeutic Radiographer in the Northern Ireland Cancer Trials Network at Belfast City Hospital.  In this role, she leads a dedicated team of Research Therapeutic Radiographers, overseeing the delivery of a diverse portfolio of  radiotherapy clinical trials aimed at advancing cancer treatment and improving patient outcomes. 

[image: ] Dr Sean O’Connor: Cluster Innovation Lead for the Health Innovation Research Alliance Northern Ireland (HIRANI)
Sean has extensive experience across the commercial, research, and health service sectors. He has worked in both clinical and non-clinical positions, including quality assurance leadership roles where he developed evidence-based treatment pathways, digital resources, and continuous professional development programmes for health professionals and clinical scientists.
Sean’s work has also focused on digital health, particularly the usability and acceptability of interventions, and on tackling the challenges of disseminating and implementing programmes within health systems. He brings expertise in research ethics and regulations, having served as a member of Health Research Authority Ethics Committees and on various funding and regulatory panels.
As Cluster Innovation Lead for the Health Innovation Research Alliance Northern Ireland (HIRANI), Sean oversees programmes supporting innovation and skills development across digital health, MedTech, diagnostics, and biotech sectors. These initiatives provide technical, regulatory, commercial, and partnership support to help innovations progress from concept through to validation, adoption, and scaling. This support also includes strategic convening and networking to link innovators, Universities, Health systems, and industry partners, as well as promote cross-sector collaboration.
Sean is passionate about health equity and with accelerating innovation, adoption, and scale-up to deliver meaningful impact across Northern Ireland’s health and life science ecosystem.
Research Project
[image: C:\Users\Helen.Welch\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\AC4RASTT\survey-qr-code (2).png]
As part  of the conference we  are asking all delegates to  please take a few minutes to tell us about the pressures you face in your role, your training needs and your views on AI in healthcare. 
Scan the QR code or click the link to complete.  
https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/ulster/ai-in-msk-priorities-perspectives-and-possiblilities-duplicat-2
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